DEATH OF SEETOEIUS

CHAPTER XX.   THE RISE OE POMPEY
LEPIPUS AXD SERTOBIUS'
WE now enter upon the last stage in the decline and fall of the republic.
By a violent effort Sulla had restored the government to the senatorial
nobility. But symptoms Intimating the insecurity of the fabric wMch he
had hastily reared on blood-bathed foundations showed themselves even be-
fore his- death, After his -secession, Q. Catulus became the chief, of the sena-
torial party. He "was son of .the Catulus who shared the Cimbrian triumph
with Marius, and in the year 79 B.C. he appeared among the-,candidates for
the consulship with the certainty of election. The person who aspired to be
his colleague was M. JErnilius Lepidus, a man of illustrious family, but of
vain and petulant character. He was supported by many friends, among
others by young Pompey, Sulla knew the man, and warned Pompey against
entrusting him with power. But Pompey, who already began to talk of
" the setting and the rising sun,r disregarded the warning, and Lepidus was
elected.
Scarcely was Sulla dead when his words were fulfilled. Lepidus declared
himself the chief of the Italian party, and promised to restore all that Sulla
had taken away. To prevent a renewal of civil war, the senate bound him
and Catnlus alike by oath not to take up arms during their consulate. But
Lepidus retired to'his province of Transalpine Gaul, and, pretending that
his oath did not bind him there, began to levy troops. The senate sum-
moned him to return to Rome. He obeyed, but it was at the head of an
army. To oppose him, Catulus took post before the Milvian bridge, with
Pompey for his lieutenant. Here they were attacked hy Lepidus, whu was
easily defeated. After this failure, luffled to Sardinia, where he died shortly
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